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Serra Club of Tulsa 
Always Go Forward and Never Turn Back 

 

                                                                                                     
Newsletter Number 28 Region IX, District 12-2                July 31, 2014                                          

 

 

Today We Follow the Missionary Spirit of Junipero Serra for 

Spiritual Growth in Christ, 

Encouragement of Church Vocations, 

Religious Education, 

Responsive Lay Leadership, and Christian Fellowship. 

 

SERRANS BUILDING THEIR CATHOLIC FAITH BY HARVESTING THE                                                      

LORD’S   VINEYARD

 

VATICAN II taught us that through our 

Baptism we are called to holiness.  Each 

one of us must nurture our vocation and 

others’ vocations.  We can and should, in 

a special way, encourage priestly and 

religious vocations, whether we are 

parents, grandparents, uncles and aunts 

or mentors.
 

POPE EMERITUS BENEDICT  XVI  

invites all  the  Faithful to nurture an  

intimate relationship with the  Teacher 

and  Pastor of  his people,  imitating 

Mary,  who  kept  the  divine  mysteries in  

her  heart  and  meditated on them 

diligently. (cfr.Lk.2, 19) “In the mystery 

of the Church, the mystical Body of 

Christ, the divine power of love changes 

the heart of man, making him able to 

communicate the love of God to his 

brethren. Men and women, transformed 

by divine love, have consecrated their 

own existence to the     

cause of the Kingdom.” 

 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the 

labourers are few; pray, therefore, the 

Lord of the Harvest to send out labourers 

into his harvest.” (Mt.9, 37)  We must 

pray for vocations to the priesthood and 

to the consecrated life.  Prayer is powerful 

and where people pray fervently, 

vocations blossom.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

 

WHO IS SERRA?  

 

JUNIPERO SERRA, MISSIONARY: 

 (THE BASIC SCRIPT. FACTUAL 

INFORMATION) 

 Miguel Jose Serra, born on November 24, 

1713, into a humble family in the farming 

village of Petra on the Mediterranean 

Island of Mallorca, was one of the most 

important Spanish missionaries in the 

New World.  He joined the Franciscan 

Order at the age of 16 with the dream of 

becoming a missionary to America. Serra 

arrived in Mexico City in 1750 to begin 

his new life and established missions 

along the cost of California. He traveled 

the coast of Mexico and California. Serra 

established nine Roman Catholic 

Churches along the coast of California. 

He was ascetic and uncompromising in 

his zeal to convert the Indians to 

Christianity and to make his missions 

self-sufficient.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 1934 Junipero Serra has been a 

candidate for canonization as a saint by 

the Roman Catholic Church. The late 

Pope John Paul II remarked that 

“Father Serra is an exemplary model of 

a selfless evangelizer, a shining example 

of Christian virtue and the missionary 

spirit.”  
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NATIONAL STATUARY HALL  

 

  

COLLECTION 

 

Junipero Serra Bronze Statue, “Gift 

from the State of California; placed 

in the U.S. Capitol Hall in 1933.

To learn more about Junipero Serra’s life, 

refer to “REDISCOVERING JUNIPERO 

SERRA.” in the July 2006 issue of Serra 

USA.  To learn more about the National 

Statuary Hall Collection, visit 

http://www.aoc.gov/cc/art/nsh/index.cfm 

 

                                          Photo Linda Merle 2006 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It was a privilege in 2006 to join my 

daughter, grandson and a family 

from St. Bernard Parish on a tour 

given by one of Congressman John 

Sullivan’s interns at the United 

States Capitol. As I walked into The 

National Statuary Hall, I saw a statue 

across the room holding up a cross. 

This bronze statue  was Father 

Junipero Serra. Father  Serra’s statue 

was placed in the Hall in 1931, a gift 

from the State of California. The 

second statue was Thomas Starr 

King in 1931 which is to be replaced 

in 2009 by a statue of Ronald Wilson 

Reagan. 

  The National Statuary Hall 

Collection is comprised of statues 

donated by individual states to honor 

persons notable in that states’ 

history.  The entire collection now 

consists of 100 statues contributed 

by 50 states.  All fifty states have 

contributed two statues each. 

 
 

http://www.aoc.gov/cc/art/nsh/index.cfm
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Serra International (‘Serra’) is formally 

recognized by the Holy See as the global 

lay apostolate for vocations in the 

Catholic Church.  Serra is a voluntary 

association of some 20,000 Catholic 

laymen and laywomen called Serrans.  

 

Each Serran is a member of a local Serra 

Club sanctioned by the Ordinary of the 

diocese in which the Serra Club is located. 

There are 315 Serra clubs and 11,328 

Serrans in the United States 

 

The first Club was founded in Seattle, 

Washington  by a group of businessmen, 

taking Junipero Serra as their patron. 

Since that time  Serra has chartered 1,109 

Serra Clubs in 46 countries on six 

continents. 

 

THE MISSION AND SERRA CLUB OF 

TULSA CHARTER 

 “Today we follow the missionary spirit of 

Junipero Serra”, (300
th

 birthday 

celebration: 1713- 2013.) 

Article from Serra Club of Tulsa 

Newsletter,  November 1, 2009 

 
PRAY ~ INVITE~ ENCOURAGE ~ AFFIRM 

 

A LONG JOURNEY FOR THE SERRA 

CLUB OF TULSA 

Club Celebrates 10th Anniversary 

Aug. 15, 1999 - Aug. 15, 2009 

 

At the University of Tulsa several 

meetings with sparse attendance were 

held. On September 7, 1995, another 

meeting was held at the Newman Center 

and officers were elected. The original 

club, formed prior to 1960, was an all 

men’s club. Three members  

from the original club  helped form the 

new Serra Club.  John Condon, Riley Fell 

and Bill Heckenkemper.  There were 

several other members from the original 

club who were asked to help form this 

new Serra Club. For several reasons, one 

of which, perhaps, was that it was no 

longer a "businessman's club” and 

included women, there was no interest. It 

is hard for today's members to realize 

how much different the club was then, 

with most of its members being very 

successful businessmen. The club met in 

the prestigious Mayo Hotel (Tulsa's 

finest!) The members then could afford to 

help the seminarians financially a great 

deal  more than most members can now. 
 

Some time in 1994 or early 1995, Jim and 

Jeanie Crawford moved to Tulsa from 

Kansas City, and joined St. Pius X 

Parish. Jim, a very active Serran in 

Kansas City spoke to the pastor at that 

time, Fr. Dennis Dorney, about forming a 

Serra Club in Tulsa.  He then went to see 

the Bishop Slattery, who encouraged him 

to organize a club here.  Fr. Joe 

Townsend, the associate at Pius, was 

asked to help Jim form a Serra Club. 

They contacted various priests in the city 

and asked each of them to suggest names 

of people who might be interested.  

Thirty-five couples from seven parishes 

were suggested and an organizational 

meeting took place on May 10, 1995, at 

the Newman Center on the campus of the 

University of Tulsa.  

From the original club, helped John 

Condon, Riley Fell and Bill meetings with 

sparse attendance were held. Universal of 

Tulsa. On September 7, 1995, another  
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About that time Fr. Joe was reassigned 

and Bishop Slattery appointed Fr. Tim 

Davison, who was then the Diocesan 

Director of Vocations and Chaplain of the 

Newman Center, to be the Serra Club 

Chaplain. Theresa Witcher began 

working with Fr. Tim in 1996 and she 

also became involved with the Serra 

Club. The Serrans continued to meet at 

the Newman Center until Fr. Tim was 

named Pastor of St. Francis Xavier 

Parish. The Serra Club and Theresa 

Witcher moved with him to St. Francis. 

 

The Serra Club lost about as many 

members as were gained for some time, 

and just could not reach and hold the 

required number of 25, which is what is 

needed to become chartered. Finally the 

Serrans made two major decisions that 

helped the club to grow and to hold 

members.  First it was decided to begin 

sponsoring an annual “Life Awareness 

Project,” the first one was held in July 

1997. Life Awareness is a weekend retreat 

for adults discerning a possible call to a 

religious vocation.  This project gave the 

members something to do - a major 

project to be involved in.  The second 

positive move was the decision to hold 

meetings at the Polo Grill, another 

decision that proved very popular. 

 

In his notes on the history of Serra in 

Tulsa, Bill Heckenkemper writes, “There 

are four things I am proud of in Serra:  

 1.   Helping restart Serra after about a 20 

year disappearance. 

  

2.   Recruiting Hugh Eidt, who has been a 

great member. 

  

3.   After consulting Hugh and Theresa 

Witcher, I started Life Awareness, with the 

strong assistance of Theresa Witcher (and 

the Vocations Office), and guided it for 

nine years. 

  

4.   Hugh and I recruited Dal Tobin at a St. 

Mary's Men’s Club luncheon, and along 

(with him) came Marie (Tobin).” 

  

Of the thirty five couples who were 

invited to that May 4, 1995 meeting to 

consider joining Serra, there are several 

who have been long-term members: 

Jack and Jane Charon  – Both joined and 

remain active in Serra.  Gene and Rose 

Marie Gerlach – Gene joined and remains 

active.  Don and Cathleen Hanisch – Don 

joined about 1999 and continues to be 

involved.  John Condon, Bill and Barbara 

Heckenkemper, Gene and Carolyn 

Naumann, Joe and Theresa Gormley, and 

Mag Sullivan were all at that first 

meeting in 1995.  John Condon joined 

and continued financial support until he 

moved in 2007; Bill joined and continued 

thru 2005; Carolyn, Theresa, and Mag 

joined and remain involved; Jack Duffy 

and Riley Fell both joined in 1996 and 97.  

Jack remained until about 2004, and 

Riley until his death in 2002.  Shortly 

afterwards, Fr. Joe invited several St. 

Pius parishioners and friends, among 

whom several joined and remained for a 

number of years:  Al Boudreau, Joseph 

Burns, Rita Burns, Beth Donovan, Joan 

Maguire, and Ralph Moore.   

******************************** 

Theresa Witcher, the office staff for the 

Office of Vocations and Serra Club 

member, has worked with each of the  

Diocesan Directors of Vocations from 

1996 to the present:  Fr. Tim Davison 
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(1996 – 99), Fr. Jack Gleason (1999 – 

2008), and Fr. Matt Gerlach, (2008 – 

2014.)  

 

Theresa’s dedication and devotion to her 

Catholic faith and  her willingness to be   

involved has contributed to the success of 

the Serra Club and is a blessing to Serra.  

(Theresa contends that it is a larger 

blessing to her!) 

 

If we, as Serrans, refer to Theresa’s 

perseverance and guidance as having 

helped the Club reach this milestone, she 

very quickly counters that “Without 

Serra’s perseverance and guidance, and 

the continued assistance of the Serrans, the 

Office of Vocations would be unable to 

provide most of the programs it now offers 

to the diocese.”  She adds that “The credit 

for the increased numbers of diocesan 

seminarians must be given to the Serran’s 

‘Adoration for Vocations’ program.  It was 

begun by Fr. Tim in 1997 at St. Francis 

Xavier and has continued only thru the 

persistent involvement of the Serra Club 

for the last 13 years.” 

 

Let us all celebrate this, the Serra Club of 

Tulsa’s “10
th

Anniversary of the Charter, 

by Serra International, No. 967, dated at 

Chicago, Illinois, August 15, 1999, the 

Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady.” 

 

Thank YOU – ALL of the Charter 

Members as you continue working in 

God’s vineyard, “Praying for a Bountiful 

Harvest, that the minds and hearts of 

other men and women from our diocese 

may respond to God’s challenge ‘to build 

the kingdom’ as priests and religious.” 

 

Theresa Witcher, Office of Vocations, 

Diocese of Tulsa. 

 

----- ---------

----- ------- 
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                                                                  Deacon Sean O’Brien                                                                                    

  

                                                                                    

This past year, my class began to focus on 

preaching the homily.  It has been quite 

an adventure, and I would like to share a 

little of that with you.  It first needs to be 

said that every seminary has a different 

approach to the science of homiletics.  

Usually when a seminary has their own 

academic program, they build homiletics 

into the curriculum.  At the North 

American College in Rome, we do not 

have that, since we do our studies at a 

different institution.  So, we need to do 

something different. 

 

At the beginning of last year (second 

theology, three years before priestly 

ordination), we had a week of conferences 

on preaching discussing a variety of 

topics: resources, the homily genre, its 

role in the liturgy, some things not to do, 

and some miscellaneous tips.  It was good 

and important, but all of us wanted to 

advance to the next stage: practicing!  We 

were divided into groups, each with four 

seminarians and a mentor priest to give 

us some feedback.  About every other 

Thursday night throughout the year, we 

would all gather in different places across 

campus and take turns sharing our 

prepared homily. 

 

It is really a beautiful experience, but not 

always comfortable!  For one thing, it just 

feels weird.  It is weird to give a homily 

for children at a school to four adults in a 

large, empty, spacious chapel.  It is weird 

to give a wedding homily to four men in 

the equivalent of a living room.  It is a 

constant challenge to enter into the 

proposed setting mentally, while 

physically, that is simply not the case!  

Another constant challenge concerns our 

search for how we can best give a homily.  

Do I use a text?  Do I use an outline?  Do I 

memorize it?  Do I memorize an outline?  

If I use a text, how do I maintain eye 

Reflection: 

Process of our 

preparation in 

the seminary for 

homilies.  
Sean is a 

seminarian 

studying in 

Rome. 

He is home this 

summer for a 

short visit and 

shares his 

experience with 

you. 

 

Thank You 

Sean! 
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contact without losing my place?  What 

am I suppose to do with my hands?  Are 

my facial expressions following the mood 

of my preaching?  Am I using proper 

intonation?  Am I simply speaking loud 

enough?  These are many things that we 

deal with and discern and use to try to 

find how I can be the homilist that God 

wants me to be. 

 

Another difficulty we encounter is not 

really being able to enter into a preaching 

routine.  We generally do it every other 

week, but you have to take into account 

holidays or other miscellaneous factors.  

Then, they’re not just your simple 

Sunday homilies; there will be a Lenten 

homily, an Easter homily, a daily homily, 

a Marian homily, a penance rite homily, 

etc.  Not to mention we have an intensely 

busy schedule besides preparing for 

homilies.  Even though I see myself 

approaching my Sunday homily a whole 

week beforehand with adequate study of 

Scripture, prayer with Scripture, 

brainstorming, and several drafts, we 

have not been afforded such an 

opportunity to enter into such a rhythm.  

However, I suspect this reflects what 

parish life will be like! 

 

What is very helpful is that we practice 

with brother seminarians whom we know 

and love.  At first, it really took some 

courage to step up and preach, simply 

because none of us have done much 

public speaking.  But after a couple of 

practices, there is an understanding and a 

proportionate ease established on the fact 

that we are all in this together, and that 

we all care about each other and our 

preaching.  The other men in my group 

have always been very supportive, as well 

as gently constructive with their critique, 

if necessary.  We always have great joy 

when one of us “nails one” and preaches a 

great homily.  There really has been some 

great homilies amongst us seminarians, 

hidden away from everyone!  And 

thankfully, I have not yet heard one of 

our homilies that made us squint with 

pain.  None of us are terrible homilists, 

thanks be to God! 

 

I, personally, am very excited to preach.  

It is an opportunity to engage the average 

person in the pew in the greatest dialogue 

in the universe: the God-man dialogue.  It 

is an opportunity to show people the 

goodness of God, the love of Christ, the 

presence of the Holy Spirit, the beauty of 

the Church, and the divine encounter 

found in the sacraments, and then to 

encourage them to respond to God in love 

with all their heart, with all their mind, 

and with all their strength.  With some 

nervousness and much enthusiasm, I 

eagerly await the day where I walk to the 

ambo, proclaim the Gospel, and preach 

on the Word of God.  
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ADMISSION to CANDIDACY for 

ORDINATION 

and  

INSTALLATION of SERRA CLUB OFFICERS 

JUNE 3, 2014 

SAINT BENEDICT CHURCH 

Most Reverend Edward J. Slattery 

Bishop of Tulsa 

 

ADMISSION to CANDIDACY 

for ORDINATION  
as 

DEACON and PRIEST  

 
James Robert Duck 

and 
Vince Anton Fernandez 

 
Saint Benedict Church 

Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 
June 3, 2014  

Feast of Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions, 
Martyrs 

 
 

 

     1. The rite of admission to candidacy 

for ordination as deacons and priests is 

celebrated when there is clear evidence that 

the aspirants’ properly formed intention 

has sufficiently matured.  (Those who have 

made profession in a clerical religious 

institute are not bound to the celebration of 

this rite.)   

              

                                  

Most Reverend Edward J. Slattery 

Congratulations! Dcn.James Robert Duck  

and Dcn.Vince Anton Fernandez 

2. The aspirants must make a public expression of the intention to receive holy orders.  

The bishop, in turn, or the major superior of a clerical religious institute, gives the public 

acceptance of this intention.

3 .The rite of admission may be celebrated on any day, but preferably on the greater feast 

days, in a church or other suitable place and either within Mass or at a celebration of
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Of God celebration of the Word of God.  Because of its character this rite is never combined 

with ordinations or with the institution of Readers or of Acolytes.

 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THE 

SERRA CLUB OF TULSA NEW 

MEMBERS: 
  

Mary Bernhagen, 

 

Mary Bisett 

 

Beverly Bryan 
 

Joe and Cecilia Fincher 
 

Christina Morton 

 

James Proszek 

 

Virginia Wakulich 

 

 

As Pope John Paul  II 

wrote,   “The fostering 

of vocations cannot be 

considered a marginal 

activity,  but  must  be incorporated fully 

into 

the life and activity of 

the community.” 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Jodi Pielsticker, Chairman Newman Club 

lunches at the University of Tulsa. 

 

Twice a year the Serrans bring lunch to 

the Newman Center. We have had as 

many as 150 students come to eat on 

Tuesday starting at 11:30 am.. We serve 

 

  

 

RECENTLY DECEASED SERRANS 

2013-2014 

JOSEPH BURNS 

HUGH EIDT 

TED ERNST 

SANDY OVERACK 

MARY TRACY 

We are blessed by the many contribution 

each made to the Serra Club and each 

will dearly be missed. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 

And let perpetual light shine on them. 

Amen. 

May their souls’ of all the faithful 

departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

We serve Chicken Tetrazzini , salad, rolls 

and dessert. This has been a very popular 

menu. It is a joyful time to meet and greet 

students of all ages from all over the  

world as they share lunch. It is a time to 

give our love and generosity, and 

hospitality. 
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Seminarians Picture-Day 

Lunch July 12, 2014 

Saint Francis Room The Madalene 

 

The Serrans are grateful for the seven years of service, friendship and guidance.

                     

           
                 

I BET FR.MATT NEVER SAW  THIS COMING 

FROM THE SEMINARIANS, PRIEST, DEACONS AND SAINT THERESA,ESPECIALLY TW, 

DIOCESE OFFICE. 

 

A TOAST OR ROAST ~ WHAT EVER YOU WANT TO CALL IT 

ALL IN FUN 

The Speech ~The Gift~The Excitement~ The Final Moment 
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INSTALLATION of OFFICERS JUNE 3, 2014 

SAINT BENEDICT CHURCH 

Most Reverend Edward J. Slattery 

Bishop of Tulsa 

 

                       Rev. Bryan Brooks Chaplain, Serra Cub or Tulsa and Pastor, Church of The 

Madalene  

                                               

Rev. Joe Townsend  Pastor, St. Benedict Church 

 

 
 

    President      Maureen Goree  

                                                President Elect-      Meg Hays ( 

           Past President -       Karen Woldum 

                                          Vice-President, Vocations-       Beverly & Vince Zardus 

                                           Vice-President, Programs-      Don Hanisch 

                                      Vice-President, Membership-      Meg Hays 

                              Vice-President, Communications -      Pat Fike 

                                                                   Secretary -       Cathleen Hanisch 

                                                                   Treasurer -      Fred Klein 

                                  Newsletter Editor  & Historian-     Linda Merle 

                                    Club Communication Contact -    Maureen Goree 

                                                      Mailing Secretary -    June Grenier 

                                          Life Awareness Director -     Julianne O’Brien 

                                 College Connection Director   -    Stanley (Pete) Delesdernier 

 

Rev.  Byran Brooks             OFFICERS JUNE 3, 2014 - 2015       



13 

 

                                                                  Chaplain        Fr. Bryan Brooks 

                                                Club Trustees-   Karen Woldum, Linda Merle, Martha Vazzo, Pat Fike 

Serra International Foundation Representative -      Joe Vazz 

 

 

Each of you have dedicated yourselves to the Serra ministry, and Serrans share with each 

other the obligation of service.  I now ask each of you to rededicate yourself willingly to 

fulfill the objectives of Serra and the goals for our Tulsa Serra Club.  To this end we join 

together to recite the Prayer of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. 

 
 

BISHOP SLATTERY  closed with this petition from the 90
th

 Psalm and gave the Club his 

Blessing. 

 

 
 

COLLEGE CONNECTION PROGRAM, June 7,2014 

 

                   Pete De LesDernier, Serran College Connection Director 
 

“Fostering and Promoting Our Catholic Faith to Young People Today” 

 

Progress in the making since 2007 

The Purpose - To help high school 

graduates locate the "Catholic presence" 

when they arrive on campus -  

 

especially at those schools that have an 

active campus ministry program – and 

when possible, to identify the new 

students, allowing the campus minister to 

send letters of invitation to the students 

prior to their arrival. 

  

The Rationale -The recent study 

completed by CARA for both the U. S. 

Bishops and Catholic Campus Ministry 

(November2005) confirmed a strong 

relationship between those who were 

active in campus ministry and those who 

later became leaders in their parishes, 

including those who later entered the 

priesthood and/or religious life. The 

obvious conclusion: Increasing the 

number of students participating in 

campus ministry should greatly benefit 

the Church in many ways. 

 

The Method -Serra Clubs in the United 

States are being asked to solicit student 

information from catholic high schools 

and parish youth ministers. This 

information will allow "searchers" to 

prepare small packets of information 

about the schools’ campus ministry 

programs and facilities (location - time of 

services - who's in charge – programs, 

fellowship, etc.). By furnishing the 

campus minister names and addresses of 

students coming to the school, the campus 

minister then has an opportunity to send 

a personal invitation to the student to visit 

their facility when they arrive on campus. 
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Should there be no official “Catholic 

presence” on campus; the student will 

receive information about a nearby 

parish. 

 

Approval -The proposed program has 

received the written approval of the 

several Past Chairmen of the Bishops' 

Committee on Vocations, including 

Bishop Blasé Cupich, our Episcopal 

Adviser. It has also received written 

support from both the Executive 

Directors of CCMA and NFCYM. The 

Board of Serra International 

(U.S.A.Council) has approved the 

continued development of the program 

matching a financial grant of $10,000 

from Serra’s Foundation for the 2008 test 

program. 

 

When and Where -The test program 

conducted in the Spring of 2007 was done 

with 10 Serra Clubs furnishing some 3300 

student names and addresses. Serra 

Clubs from Indianapolis, Wichita, Tulsa, 

Spokane, St. Paul and five clubs in Ohio 

participated. The program  

for 2008 is expecting over 50 Serra clubs 

to participate, gathering some 10,000 

student names. 

The program was featured nationally on 

“Life on the Rock” (EWTN June 14, 2007) 

and with an article in National Catholic 

Register (September 2, 2007.) Articles 

appeared in “trade” magazines or news-

letters of NCDVD, NRVC, CCMA, 

NFCYM and NECA. 

 

Pete De LesDernier, Serran College 

Connection Director, his 3
th

 year of 

service, gave an update at Serra’s July 

meeting on the College Connection 

Program. Pete relates how the program 

works, This information comes from the 

parishes to Sarah Jameson at the 

diocesan office.  Listings are prepared 

and given to me.  I give the lists to Serran 

“Callers” who call the graduates to get 

missing e-mail addresses and cell phone 

numbers.  Sarah plays a major role in the 

parish submission of data, entry into a 

computerized file, from which it is sent 

out. In March a letter goes out from our 

Bishop Most Reverend Edward J. 

Slattery to all diocesan pastors 

announcing the College Connection 

Program and asking for their support 

and help. 

 

When the parishes submit the graduate 

names, a letter goes out to them from our 

Bishop congratulating them and inviting 

them to a picnic with him on Chancery 

grounds in June. 

 

The following information collected this 

year from various parishes and Catholic 

schools on their recent graduates and 

their perspective colleges to prepare the 

mailing information to graduates will 

help them remain faithful to our church. 

 

1. Collected Data from 42 Parishes, 

Bishop Kelly High School and 

Cassia. 

2. 350 Full Information =70 %. 

3. 104 Colleges obtained by Serran 

callers. 

4. 342 going College. 

5. 8 to the Military 

6. 2 young men voiced interest in the 

seminary and 1 young lady interest 

religious life. 
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BISHOP EDWARD SLATTERY 

HOST FOR THE THIRD YEAR 

PICNIC FOR THE GRADUATES. 

THIS WAS A VERY GOOD YEAR 

2014. 

 

The Bishop spoke warmly to the 

Graduate (21) and Serrans (15), greeting 

them as they arrived. Thanked the 

Serrans for their good work. This year 

was exceptional in that conversation very 

enthusiastic at meal time and on the 

patio!  

 

Sarah Jameson, Assist. Director, Family 

Life & Youth Ministry for the Diocese of 

Tulsa, Thanked the Serra Club and Pete 

for their work. ‘COULDN’T DO IT 

WITH YOU” 

 

LOOKING FORWARD building on what 

we have accomplished and how we can 

improve, to start with ~ 

 

1. Update parish records (St. Mary, 

St. Pius, St Benedict, and St. 

Bernard) 

2. Encourage parish leaders to start 

NOW at the beginning of the school 

year to identify seniors to graduate 

in 2015. 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

Life Awareness 2014 

                                          Life Awareness Director Julianne O’Brien 

 
 

The 2014 Life Awareness Retreat was 

once again held at the TU Newman 

Center and hosted by the Serra Club 

along with the Vocations Office. 

We had a smaller attendance this year 

but we had a generous team of priests, 

brothers, deacons, sisters and a married 

couple who were present and shared their 

vocation stories and wisdom. The 

attendees were from Tulsa Metro area as 

well as several rural parishes in Eastern 

Oklahoma. 

Fr. John Grant served as our lead team 

member.  The keynote speaker was Fr. 

Joe Irwin from St. Francis Xavier and St. 

Gregory the Great parishes in Enid, OK.  

He serves as the Director of Seminarians 

for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, is 

on the Archdiocesan Priest Council & the 

Personnel Board and is Chaplain for 

Totus Tuus Oklahoma. 

The attendees also had the opportunity to 

hear from several of our diocesan priests, 

Benedictine Sisters, Sisters of the 

Sorrowful Mother, Religious Family of 

the Incarnate Word - Women and Men, 

Benedictine monks and an Augustinian.  

The staff presented in panel talks, as well 

as individually, and discussion times were 

made available in small groups.  The 

Emmaus Walk provided an invitation for 

attendees to share one on one with a team 

member or members or their choice. 

Many Serra volunteers contributed their 

time and treasure to provide a warm 

welcome to the attendees on Friday 
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evening, meals and snacks throughout the 

weekend, and prayers for all those 

involved.  The Knights of Columbus 

Council from St. Pius parish also 

provided the Saturday evening meal. 

Bishop Slattery celebrated the Mass on 

Saturday morning welcoming all the 

attendees to the retreat, and Fr. Brian 

O’Brien celebrated the closing Mass on 

Sunday morning. 

Sunday, following the liturgy, a delicious 

potluck lunch was held with the 

attendees, retreat team and Serra 

members.   Positive feedback brought 

about grateful hearts to God and for all 

who contributed to making it an 

insightful, Spirit-filled, and successful 

weekend.   

meals and snacks throughout the weekend, and prayers for all those involved.  The 

Knights of Columbus Council from St. Pius parish also provided the Saturday evening 

meal. 

Bishop Slattery celebrated the Mass on Saturday morning welcoming all the attendees to 

the retreat, and Fr. Brian O’Brien celebrated the closing Mass on Sunday morning. 

 

Serra Club meeting minute Synopsis by 

Cathleen Hanisch, Secretary. 

 

Speakers introduced by Don Hanisch, 

Vice President Programs. 

  

 

 

. 

  

Meeting are held 2nd & 4
th

  Wed. at  12 noon 

Church of the Madalene 

 
 

January 22, 2014 

  

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

Fr. Brooks referred to a talk recently given by Cardinal Sean O’Mally on The Sanctity of 

Life.  He commented that the normal Catholic in the parish hears probably one pro-

life sermon a year compared to the many, many articles in the press on the same 

subject.  (And the press says WE are obsessed with this matter!?!)   

 

 There will be a Mass for Life today, 5:30pm, Holy Family Cathedral.  Following this 

at 7pm there will be the Tulsa March for Life forming just outside the front doors of 

Holy Family.  
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Speaker:  Mark Liotta, Chief Deputy County Commissioner 

Mark Liotta spoke on what might be called ‘What really goes on in the State House of 

Representatives’.  He served as an Oklahoma House of Representatives member for ten 

years, 1996-2006.  While there he was elected Caucus Chair, Appropriations Chair of 

Transportation and Presiding Officer of the House Floor.  Currently, besides being Chief 

Deputy County Commissioner, he and his wife, Alice, live on a ranch in Creek County 

where they raise cattle.  

    

He quickly covered many subjects, i.e., House members serve 2-year terms, Oklahoma is 

mainly rural, there are 101 members in the Oklahoma State House, in an election the 

incumbent has the advantage, 12% of members are lawyers, most members are educators 

in some form, 54% of the budget goes to education, there is a problem with number of 

school districts, during the past six years 1,000 bridges have been repaired because of a 

bill Mark was able to get passed.  

  

February 12, 2014 

 

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

 

Fr. Brooks opened his remarks by asking if  any of the Serrans present had attended the 

talk given last Sunday at Christ the King Church by Dr. George Weigel.  Several had been 

there.  Fr. Brooks repeated some of the thoughts of Dr. Weigel re Karol Jozef Wojtyla.  

He mentioned how we hear so much about the great influence of mothers; however, the 

influence of fathers is down-played.  The future pope’s father was a holy man who prayed 

daily and encouraged him.  It is important for us to ponder the vocations of others. 

 

Fr. Brooks also brought one of the books written by Dr. Weigel for us to see. 

 

Speaker:  Reverend Paschal Mbagwu, Pastor, St. Patrick Parish, Sand Springs, Oklahoma 

 

Father Paschal gave us a run-down of his life and his call to the priesthood.  He was born 

in Emu, Nigeria and became an altar boy at age 11; shortly after that he decided he would 

go to the seminary – which he did, after some problems, at age 15.  He was ordained on 

August 15, 2000, came to the United States in 2006, became Pastor of St. Patrick Parish, 

Sand Springs, Oklahoma, in 2010 and he hopes he will be able to go home next year after 

completing work for his PhD. 

 

Father Paschal also gave us a little look at how lonely the life of a priest might be.  
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February 26, 2014 

 

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

 

Fr. Brooks mentioned the article in March2014 issue of the Eastern Oklahoma Catholic 

 about the cause for Father Stanley Rother’s beatification being advanced. Fr. Rother was 

born in Okarche, Oklahoma, became a priest for the Diocese of OklahomaCity/Tulsa, 

served in two Tulsa parishes (among others), then volunteered to go to the Oklahoma 

Mission in Guatemala and died a martyr in 1981.  He also mentioned a TV program about 

Fr. Rother to be aired tonight on PBS at 9:30PM. 

 

Fr. Brooks then told about Sr. Marie Pierre Fleming, OSB, retiring after serving at  

Church of the Madalene since 1968 – forty-five years ago.  She will now live at St. Joseph  

Monastery in Tulsa. 

 

Fr. Brooks asked us to pray for: Lynn Martin, who has moved into Clare House, and also  

for her mother and siblings;  Hugh Eidt, who recently found out he has leukemia;  

and Sandy Overack, a Serran, who recently died.    

 

Speaker:  Reverend Stephen Austin, Pastor, Church of the Resurrection 

 

Fr. Austin gave us Part 1 of a presentation he has prepared about Pope Francis’ new 

book, The Joy of the Gospel.  This book is a proclamation of the Gospel calling upon the 

Church to begin a new chapter in evangelization.  We will probably be seeing this 

program advertised around the Diocese, Fr. Austin has contacted pastors to see if they 

would be interested in presenting it in their Parishes. 

  

March12, 2014 

  

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

   

 Fr. Brooks asked if we remembered what happened the day after our Serra meeting one     

year ago tomorrow.  Not too many did until he mentioned white smoke – then we knew, 

the day of the election of Pope Francis.  He recalled some of the changes since that date 

and wondered what the next twelve months would bring. 

 

Fr. Brooks mentioned Lent, commenting that whatever we are fasting from might be a 

sign of our soul’s main concerns.     

 

Speaker:  Lori Fulbright, Crime Reporter, Channel 6  

Lori Fulbright spoke to us about Cons, Frauds and Scams.  Some of these included the 

grandparents’ scam, the love scam, the lottery fraud, the computer con, the caller ID 

scam, the obituary scam, etc.  She told us what these entailed and left us with a few rules:  
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Do not give information on the phone, never tell anyone who calls you your SS number, 

bank account number.  Never leave a home empty at the (published) time of a wedding or 

funeral. 

 

This was not only very informative but also her presentation was very entertaining.      

    

March 26, 2014 

 

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

 

 Fr. Brooks mentioned the article in the March 2014 issue of the Eastern Oklahoma  

Catholic about the cause for Father Stanley Rother’s beatification being advanced.  Fr.  

Rother was born in Okarche, Oklahoma, became a priest for the Diocese of Oklahoma  

City/Tulsa, served in two Tulsa parishes (among others), then volunteered to go to the  

Oklahoma Mission in Guatemala and died a martyr in 1981.  He also mentioned a TV  

program about Fr. Rother to be aired tonight on PBS at 9:30PM. 

  

Fr. Brooks then told about Sr. Marie Pierre Fleming, OSB, retiring after serving at  

Church of the Madalene since 1968 – forty-five years ago.  She will now live at St. Joseph  

Monastery in Tulsa. 

  

Fr. Brooks asked us to pray for: Lynn Martin, who has moved into Clare House, and also  

for her mother and siblings;  Hugh Eidt, who recently found out he has leukemia; and  

Sandy Overack, a Serran, who recently died.    

 

Speaker:  Reverend Stephen Austin, Pastor, Church of the Resurrection 

 

Fr. Austin gave us Part 1 of a presentation he has prepared about Pope Francis’ new 

book, The Joy of the Gospel.  This book is a proclamation of the Gospel calling upon the 

Church to begin a new chapter in evangelization.  We will probably be seeing this 

program advertised around the Diocese, Fr. Austin has contacted pastors to see if they 

would be interested in presenting it in their Parishes. 

 

Wednesday April 9, 2014 

  

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

First of all, Father Brooks told us that his mother is home from the hospital and doing 

well.   

 

Father thanked all who attended Ted Ernst’s funeral – the large attendance was a great  

testimony to him.  He asked us to continue to pray for him.  He also told us that Father  

Kenneth Fulton died last Saturday; the wake for him will be at 7pm, tonight, and the  

funeral will be at 10:30am, tomorrow, both at Holy Family Cathedral.   
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Sean O’Brien, seminarian at Pontifical North American College in Rome, has advanced to 

Acolyte.  Father Brian O’Brien took some young men to Dallas to visit Holy Trinity 

Seminary and Father Matt Gerlach took a group to visit Conception Seminary.  

Hopefully, there will be a candidate, Leonardo Morales, beginning seminary study in the 

fall.  Presently, he is living at Church of the Madalene and studying English. 

  

The time has been changed for the ordination of Deacon Bryan Ketterer on May 31
st
.  It  

will now be at 1:30pm, Holy Family Cathedral. 

 

Father Brooks reminded the Serrans that Holy Week starts on Holy Thursday and  

encouraged all to take part in the liturgies and remind others to do so as well. 

 

Speaker:  Greg Burn, RHU, CEBS, Sr. VP, Marketing, Community Care  

 

Mr. Burn had a very interesting and well received talk on Administrative Health Concerns.  

He gave everyone a print-out of a slide presentation and commented on several of the 

items.  He asked all to look at it more carefully at their leisure and if we have any 

questions to please call him.  One subject of interest is still not settled.  That is the Hobby 

Lobby legal objection to forcing all who provide  employees with insurance to cover 

sterilization and birth control.  This still has not had a judgment from the Supreme Court.    

 

APRIL 23, 2014 

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

 

Fr. Brooks referred to the cover and article in the latest EOC about Fr. Joe Townsend and  

the present eight seminarians from his parish, St. Benedict. 

 

Fr. Brooks also mentioned the new Bishop of Fort Worth, Bishop-Elect Michael Olson.   

Bishop-Elect Olson is a friend of Fr. Brooks; and he also once spoke to the priests of the  

Diocese of Tulsa at Holy Family. 

 

Fr. Brooks mentioned he would not be able to become a Monsignor for another thirteen  

years!  He was referring to the new announcement of Pope Francis that for all but a few  

priests there are to be no more honorific Monsignor titles given – and those who are given  

the title must be at least 65.  It is the Pope’s desire for priests to be called ‘Father’ and  

seen as life-giving priests called to give life as Christ did.   

 

Speaker:  

There was not a speaker at today’s meeting because it was Guest Day.  Instead, we heard 

from various members of the Serra Club speaking on what the Serra Club is and what it 

does. 
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Business Items: 

Announcement – Karen announced that we have a President for the coming year – 

Maureen Goree and a President-Elect – Meg Hays!! 

TU Luncheon – The lunch was a success!  We served over 120 students and adults.  Thank 

you to all those who helped and provided food. 

 

2014 Catholic Extension Seminarian Endowment Challenge – Fred Klein has created a 

special fund for donations to the seminarian endowment. 

 

Wednesday, May 14, 2014 

 

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

Father Brooks quoted Pope Francis by saying that priests should be about service and 

mercy; Fr. Brooks then added that priests were ordained to be interrupted.   

 

Fr. Brooks also told us that his vocation began at the dinner table while he was growing 

up by observing how his parents lived out their marriage vocation.  They were not 

Catholics but nevertheless planted the seeds for his vocation.  There is a great crisis in 

vocations now – not in vocations to the priesthood, but in marriage vocations. 

 

Speaker:  Lori Hahn, Grant Writer for the Diocese of Tulsa  

 

Karen Woldum introduced Lori Hahn who spoke about the Seminarian Endowment 

Challenge Grant.  She told us the Diocese of Tulsa has two seminarian trust funds that 

total $14 million.  The interest is used for the education of our seminarians.  The good 

news is that we have seventeen seminarians but the bad news is that the interest of the two 

trust funds is being stretched to the limit.  The cost of educating a seminarian is $190,000 

(average).  Lori was able to obtain this challenge grant from the Catholic Extension 

Society.  If the Diocese (with all helping) is able to raise $150,000 by December 31
st
, to be 

used for seminarian education, Extension will give $50,000 to be put into the seminarian 

trust funds.  Lori reviewed all the requirements that must be met in order to receive the 

grant.     

  

Wednesday, May 28, 2014 

 

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

Father Brooks was unable to attend today’s meeting; he is out of town preparing for his 

upcoming walking pilgrimage, ‘The Way of St. James.’  This is a thirty day, three 

hundred mile walk in Spain that ends at the Cathedral of St. James, where the body of St. 

James, the greater, is located.  
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Speaker:  Fr. Matt Gerlach and Fr. Elkin Gonzalez 

 

Since there were three seminarians attending today’s meeting, they each spoke to us for a 

minute or two.  It was an excellent way for the Serrans to get to know them a little better. 

 

Father Matt Gerlach told us that, because of his busy schedule, large parish and new 

building in progress, he had requested Bishop Slattery replace him as Vocation Director.  

He thanked all the Serrans for their help, love and prayers.  Father Gerlach will continue 

to work with this year’s Life Awareness Weekend. 

 

The newly appointed Vocation Director, Father Elkin Gonzalez, was also present and 

spoke for a few minutes.  Fr. Elkin is from Columbia and will be able to understand the 

cultural challenge for some of our seminarians.  He has been in the Diocese of Tulsa for 

ten years:  Five years were spent in Rome, then working in the Diocese in small towns with 

Hispanic apostolates and serving one year at Saints Peter and Paul Church.  He is 

presently Associate Pastor at Christ the King Church.            

  

Wednesday, June 11, 2014 

  

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

Father Brooks was unable to attend today’s meeting; he is now in Spain for his walking 

pilgrimage, ‘The Way of St. James.’   

 

Past-President, Karen Woldum 

Karen thanked all the Serrans for their support over the past year during her term as 

President.  She also had many words of appreciation for those who did so much work for 

the reception following the Induction of Officers after Mass at St. Benedict’s, June 3
rd

 – 

including (but not all) Theresa Witcher, Meg Hays, Pat Fike and Theresa Klein. 

 

Speaker: James Porter seminarian.   

Don Hanisch introduced our speaker, seminarian, James Porter. James’ talk was 

exceptionally well received.  First, he told us about St. Charles Borromeo, the patron saint 

for seminarians.  St. Charles was the first to want a school that would teach those desiring 

to become a priest.  He brought this to the attention of the Council of Trent.   

Then, James spoke on the ‘Four Pillars of Seminarian Formation’ – a way for seminarians 

to form themselves into the person of Jesus Christ. 

These Four Pillars are:  1. Human (character);  2. Spiritual;  3. Intellectual and  4. 

Pastoral.    

 

This was probably a talk all the Serrans found not only interesting but educational.   
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Wednesday, June 25, 2014 

 

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

Father Brooks was unable to attend today’s meeting; he is still on his walking pilgrimage, 

‘The Way of St. James’ in Spain.  He is more than half finished, walking between 12 and 

15 miles per day.   

 

Speaker: Ginny Wakulich  

Don Hanisch introduced our speaker, also one of our members, Ginny Wakulich. 

Ginny told us of a short period in her life when she experienced several instances of 

praying for God’s intervention and help when normally what she was praying for could 

not have been received because of circumstances.  God’s answers were immediate and 

direct; in other words, she experienced several miracles.  This all happened in conjunction 

with her son having a terrible motorcycle accident.  He had suffered a brain injury, had 

received the Last Rites and was not expected to live.  Ginny, being in a remote foreign 

country, should not have been able to be reached; if her son did live, he would never be 

able to hold a job.  However, after Ginny’s immediate prayers, God stepped in and the 

miracles began.  The results being (all because of ‘unexpected’ happenings) she learned of 

the accident immediately, her possibly week-long trip home lasted shortly more than a 

day, her son recovered and was back at work in less than two years.    

(After Ginny’s talk, Don asked if anyone else had any such experiences and would like to 

share them with the other Serrans.  If so, let him know.) 

   

Wednesday, July 9, 2014 

 

Fr. Bryan Brooks – Words from Our Chaplain 

Father Brooks thanked everyone for their prayers for him while he was on his St. James 

Pilgrimage.  He said he wouldn’t have been able to do it without them.  He shared a 12
th

 

century prayer with us that the pilgrims prayed.    

 

Speaker:  Sean O’Brien, Seminarian   

Julianne O’Brien introduced her son, Sean O’Brien.  He is a 5
th

 year seminarian and has 

spent the past two years in Rome and will return there in September.  He told us much 

about his time in Rome, how great it was to be a neighbor of the Pope, being there during 

the reigns of two Popes and all the traveling he was able to do.  He also spoke of some of 

the differences between the two recent Popes, Benedict and Francis. 

Seans’s talk was very good and through it we came to know him much better.  He will be a 

real asset to the Diocese of Tulsa.  
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 Duy Nguyen 

Seminarian for the Diocese of Tulsa, OK.  

 

 

Dear Father Brooks, the Sisters, and parishioners of the Church of the Magdalene,  

Thank you very much Father for allowing me to share my vocation story with you in 

order to raise the vocation awareness. I am very honor to be with you. As Father has 

introduced me, my name is Duy Nguyen and I am currently studying at the Mount St. 

Mary’s of the west in Cincinnati, OH. If it is God’s willing and there are no changes in my 

discernment, I will complete my studies in 2017.  

 

The first time I was inspired to become a priest when I was 12. At that time, I played 

saying mass with my little brother and my friends. Off course, I was the priest and my 

brother was the server. Through the helps and guidance of my parents, I began to pray 

for my vocation and to have an opened heart to do the Will of God. However, during High 

School, I began to consider of other career possibilities that would help me to be happy 

and off course, the desire to become a priest began to fade away from my life. Though I 

have resisted the Lord, He has never left and abandoned me. The vocation to the 

priesthood has once more time rekindled in my heart when my family and I began the new 

life in the United States in 2005.  

 

Many people from my home parish, which is St. Joseph Vietnamese Church, would 

encourage me that: Duy, I think you are called to be a priest or you would be a good 

father. I thought to myself, any young man would be a good priest or father, thus I began 

to resist, reject, and hide away from those comments. But then, my pastor approached me 

and asked me if I have ever thought about the vocation to the priesthood and if I would 

like to visit seminaries. Could not resist or run away from my pastor, I for the first time 

accepted the invitation. After visited two seminaries, I decided to become a seminarian for 

the Diocese of Tulsa and to give the seminary life a try.  

 

This is going to be my fifth year in formation for the priesthood. Formation and 

discernment to the priesthood though it is difficult and challenging some time, the love of 

God and the intercessions of the Saints, especially the Blessed Mother has carried me and 

given me the strength to persevere through the challenges. I kindly ask and invite all of 
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you to continue to pray for me and my vocation. All vocations are beautiful and need lots 

of prayers, however, “the harvest is abundant but the laborers are few” (cf. Mt 9:37). So, I 

ask specially the grandparents and parents to encourage your younger children to 

consider the vocations to the priesthood or consecrated life by praying with your children 

every night one Our Father, one Hail Mary, and one Glory Be and pray for their 

vocations. Please encourage them to consider to generously give their lives to serve the 

Lord in His vineyard and to spread the Kingdom of God with others. I will remain in the 

back of the church to answer any question you might have.  

 

May God bless and you and your loved ones with many blessings!  

 

In Christ, 

Duy Nguyen 

  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

     

According to the explicit command of the Lord, we must implore the gift of 

vocations, in the first place by praying untiringly and together to the “Lord Of 

the harvest.”  The invitation in the plural: “Therefore pray the Lord of the 

harvest to end out labourers into his harvest” (Mt 9:38) 

 

 


